
 

Salut familles! 

How exciting to begin the month of May while celebrating the 2021 Catholic Education Week! 

First of all, a sincere Thank You for supporting your children during remote learning, while 

allowing them to continue to grow in faith, in their learning, and social-emotional 

development. 

For Catholic Education Week this year, all our BHNCDSB families, staff, students, and 

community members are invited to participate in the Twitter campaign “Nurturing Hope – 

Together We Can” to nurture hope in ourselves and others and show that we are all connected 

as one family! During the week of May 3-7, 2021, place a “flower or plant” in their window, 

on their porch, or at their front door as an expression of unity and as a symbol of how we 

nurture hope in our lives. We encourage you to be creative – flowers or plants can be real, 

but they can also include posters, painting on glass in windowpanes, chalk drawings on 

sidewalks, flowers or plants made of craft supplies found at home, playdough or plasticine 

flowers or plants, flowers or plants made of Lego, floral wreaths, attach symbols or messages 

of hope to tree branches, etc. 

Our class is so excited to be participating in Read4BCHS! We have committed to focus on 

reading while making a difference to paediatric care at the Brantford General Hospital. I know 

as a parent/guardian you understand the importance of being able to have a strong, child 

friendly healthcare resource here in our community - here is our chance to help. Join us to 

make a difference to our local healthcare system. It is as simple as remembering the 4 R's: 

Read, Raise, Record, Rewards. Sign up and find more information at read4bchs.ca – make 

sure to join my team at Grade 5 FI St.Leo - the event begins on May 3, 2021 and continues 

throughout the month. 

Please continue to check our Brightspace homepage, as I often share interesting initiatives 

and opportunities for children to take part in different activities (for example, see Fish Art 

contest, or our Drop Everything And Move May calendar). 

As for Math, as you know the curriculum is organized as a spiral, so every month we try to 

touch on different strands that are explored through different topics – while last month was 

focused mainly on number patterns and algebraic equations, this month we will revisit 

fractions while learning how to multiply fractions by whole numbers; this will help the kids 

understand looking for a percentage of a whole number, which will be very helpful as we 

explore financial literacy. I appreciate your support with implementing technology alongside 

their learning, for example with accessing their personal Knowledgehook account and 

completing different missions. In addition, all students now have a Splashlearn account: 

children will be playing, collecting coins, and unlocking new worlds, while practicing on 

activities from the Grade 5 Ontario curriculum. Please do ask your children about what they 

are currently working on: it can be a great opportunity to relate math to real-life examples 

also at home! 

https://bhncdsb.elearningontario.ca/content/enforced/16831315-BL_2021__G5_HRM05F-818453_01_ELO/CEW_2021_Twitter_Campaign.pdf
https://app.simplyk.io/team/0a62c365-0674-44ae-b146-deffbf2bc4a8
https://bhncdsb.elearningontario.ca/content/enforced/16831315-BL_2021__G5_HRM05F-818453_01_ELO/Kids%27%20Fish%20Art%20Flyer%20and%20Entry%20Form.pdf
https://petop5.files.wordpress.com/2021/04/deam-may-2021-1.pdf
https://app.knowledgehook.com/app/login
https://www.splashlearn.com/


As for French, every month we focus on a different piece of writing and practice it in our own 

topics of interests. After writing some interesting newspaper articles on Easter mysteries and 

good news from the future, this month students started off with writing interesting 

autobiographies. Some of them really enjoyed asking you about their childhood to include 

interesting details and travel back to funny memories! 

How can I support my child to reinforce their confidence with French? My number one 

suggestion is always working on Je lis (Je lis, je lis, littératie ! ONLINE (rkpublishing.com). 

15 minutes every night will be so beneficial to your child, so that they can be confident in 

reading in French and have a much better understanding and mastering of all subjects learnt 

in French. Please don’t hesitate to reach out for any literacy concern! 

Although remotely, we are trying to continue to feel that connection and belonging to the 

classroom community. Our routines of morning prayer, daily dedication, meditation, and 

gratitude help us grow spiritually and as a team. I continue to encourage all students that 

come to live meetings to be present in the moment, turn on their cameras and show 

participation, because every little contribution to the class debate is what makes it 

interactive, engaging, and alive. I appreciate your support by explaining to them how much 

closer they can feel to their friends if they are ‘’truly’’ present! 

I wish all of you a fantastic month of learning, enjoyment and growing – join the community 

with daily activities to celebrate a Meaningful May! 

God bless our families, 

Mlle Topino 

 

https://jelis.rkpublishing.com/student/
https://bhncdsb.elearningontario.ca/content/enforced/16831315-BL_2021__G5_HRM05F-818453_01_ELO/may_2021.pdf

